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Artista independiente / Independent artist 
New Orleans, Lousiana, EE. UU.

Oleoducto en el río Mississippi, parte baja de la Provincia de Plaquemines, Luisiana, EE. UU. / Pipeline on the Mississippi River, lower Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana, usa. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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The uneven outcome of decades 
of fossil fuel extractive economies 

of growth is clearly visible in the 
skylines of cities: indulgence or 
negligence abound. Louisiana, 

in the Gulf of Mexico, is one 
such example. Furthermore, it is 
subjected to the environmental 

alteration of the gigantic 
Mississippi watershed, and on the 
trajectory of hurricanes and their 
climatic consequences. Through 

an engaged, anti-heroic, close-up 
narrative, artist Virginia Hanusik 
visually describes an instance of 

the result of the environmental 
engineering of deep soil and water 
bodies, prompting questions, and 

an introduction, to reflect upon 
what is to grow or degrowth.
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Delacroix, Provincia de San Bernardo, Luisiana, EE. UU. / Delacroix, St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana, usa. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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Grand Isle, Luisiana, EE. UU., seis meses después del huracán Ida / Grand 
Isle, Louisiana, usa, six months after Hurricane Ida. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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The Mississippi watershed is the fourth 
largest in the world, spanning over 40% 
of the contiguous United States. As a 

result, any engineering decision to alter water 
flow in northern places such as Montana, 
Indiana, and Colorado has a significant 
environmental impact on South Louisiana. 
This ecological network explicitly manifests 
the environmental linkages of territories 
beyond their administrative boundaries.

Although the region is intricately 
connected by this shared resource, there is 
a stark division between who has benefited 
and who has been harmed by over a century 
of human engineering’s manipulation of the 
Mississippi river’s water flow. Infrastructure 
is not neutral; it is a physical marker of 

tension that results in loss and gain, selective 
extraction and growth, conditioning vast 
territories along with its presence. 

Clearly manifested over the last decade, 
climate change has increased the rate 
of severe hurricanes and flooding; 2019 
was the costliest year for flood damages 
in U.S. history, with total economic costs 
reaching nearly $24 billion. 2019 also saw the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina at 161 billion 
dollars, and earlier in 2017, Hurricane Maria 101 
billion destructions in Puerto Rico – a territory 
subjected to U.S. resources. In addition, the 
2020 and 2021 hurricane seasons were two 
of the most active in recorded history. These 
events have further exposed the fragility of 
our constructed environment and reinforced 

the notion that disasters are political and the 
time available for recovery has decreased. 

By photographing the architecture, 
landscape, and infrastructure of South 
Louisiana – a stretch of the infamous Cancer 
Alley – this project explores the future of 
a place undergoing radical environmental 
alterations due to the human engineering 
of the Mississippi River, the petrochemical 
industry, and the impacts of climate change. 
The work allows us to ask, following the 
uneven distribution of gain and loss, what 
consequences of fossil fuel development 
are and what environments and territories 
should cease to grow. 



 111 | santiago, chile8

Bonnet Carre Spillway cerca de Norco, Luisiana, EE. UU. / Bonnet Carre Spillway near Norco, Louisiana, usa. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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Refinería Valero, Provincia de St. Charles, Luisiana, EE. UU. / Valero Refinery, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, usa. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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Virginia Hanusik 
<hello@virginiahanusik.com>

Artist, Bachelor of Arts, Bard College, New York, Usa. Her projects explore the relationship between landscape, culture, 
and the built environment, and has been exhibited internationally, featured in The New Yorker, National Geographic, 
British Journal of Photography, Domus, among others. She has received support from the Pulitzer Center, Graham 
Foundation, Landmark Columbus Foundation, and Mellon Foundation. She is on the board of directors of The Water 
Collaborative of Greater New Orleans where she coordinates multi-disciplinary projects on the climate crisis. From 
2020-2021 she was a Photography Fellow with Exhibit Columbus, where her multi-year project on the Mississippi River 
watershed explored the history of flooding and the politics of disasters in the region.

Grand Isle, Luisiana, EE. UU., seis meses después del huracán Ida / Grand Isle, Louisiana, usa, six months after Hurricane Ida. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022
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Campamento elevado en el lago Maurepas, Luisiana, EE. UU. / Raised Camp on Lake Maurepas, Louisiana, usa. © Virginia Hanusik, 2022


