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T his social housing project in Sant Boi de Llobregat 
– a municipality in the metropolitan area of

Barcelona – has been one of the most awarded buildings 
in 2020 in that city, and it is not by mere chance. In a 
year when the global health situation has again put 
the spotlight on the domestic space – how it should 
be designed, who should do it, and for whom – this 
case demonstrates that some architecture studios have 
understood for many years now that architecture is 
more than a simple constructive fact. Beyond trying to 
answer to the specific needs of the moment – the design 
process of this building began in 2009 – the combination 
of practice and research has allowed them to create a 
coherent and appropriate body of work for the  
much-needed changes of a self-absorbed discipline, one 
which has had a hard time understanding and, therefore, 
responding to the complex, uncertain, and evermoving 
current context.

That is why the approach of estudioHerreros, 
together with MiM-a, is both simple and contemporary. 
In their proposal, the domestic spaces are blurred by 
flowing naturally, almost organically, into collective 
spaces, causing unexpected situations in which the 
public and the private sometimes complement each 
other and sometimes enter into tension. But tension is 
necessary to rethink some key questions: how do we 
live? And more importantly, why do we agree to live in 
a certain way?

When, at the end of 2018, the Barcelona City Council 
approved including 30% of social housing in every new 
housing project, a great political and economic debate 
was generated, putting into question the basic issue of 
the right to housing. In this sense, this project, “which 
mixes social and market housing in a coexistence 
without differences,” as described by its authors, shows 
that you can make quality housing and have a political 
stand at the same time. Shared spaces, such as terraces 
and openings, allow not only views of the surrounding 
landscape but also a responsible environmental quality 
while also promoting necessary social interactions 
between inhabitants.
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When visiting the building, one is left with the feeling 
that part of the project’s intention is to change what 
we understand by “luxury,” a term usually related 
to economic power. Here, on the other hand, it is 
transformed into those little moments that Perec would 
call “infra-ordinary,” like a ray of sunshine while having 
a coffee or a beer on the terrace, a conversation with 
those neighbors that we have missed so much in the last 
year, or the simple warmth coming from the tiles while 
waiting for the elevator. ARQ
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