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For neoliberal ideology, any regulation 
distorts the alleged perfection of 
market laws. However, by now we know 
very well that when total freedom has 
operated in the real estate market, 
the consequences have been at the 
expense of the city. This building shows 
that regulations do not necessarily 
affect investment, but can even make 
it more profitable. The key is not to 
underestimate the capabilities of 
architectural design.

I n a context characterized by the circulation of 
capital in the form of goods, land has become one of 

them, exchanged under the laws of supply and demand. 
However, its ‘irreproducible’ condition makes a greater 
demand for a specific location impossible to translate 
into a greater offer and, thus, it only increases in price.

Nonetheless, the state participates in the artificial 
reproduction of land through urban regulation: density 
enables the reproduction of land ownership and urban 
indicators – such as those that determine the maximum 
volume – allow for a three-dimensional reproduction of 
land. As a result, the price is defined by the interaction of 
market and state rules, where the first sets the price at 
which it can be sold and the second, what and how much 
can actually be sold.

High competition scenarios for land acquisition 
challenge real estate managers (and architecture) 
to search for mechanisms to pay more, but how 
to pay more for land whose regulatory and market 
conditions are determined in advance? In addition to 
the maximization of urban indicators, two strategies are 
used within the same process: estimate sales prices over 
those of the competition, appealing to a higher valuation 
of the project through exceptional attributes; and use 
the regulations that allow generating additional salable 
area to the one considered for constructibility.

The Hamlet building originates with the tender 
of a site and uses the above-mentioned strategies to 
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Planta emplazamiento / 
Site plan
E. / S. 1: 5.000

maximize the price to offer. However, its bet lies in the 
possibility of differentiating itself from the conventional 
real estate offer through a concrete contribution to the 
public space and its surroundings.

The project opens a new urban promenade for public 
use between its two access streets, which connects the 
inner neighborhood with the green areas, transportation, 
facilities and services on Apoquindo Avenue, favoring 
the security logic that relies on openness, rather than 
enclosure. The promenade is constructed by a zelkova 
forest and constitutes the pedestrian access to the 
building. Its front is activated through common street 
furniture linked to the walkway through a large vertical 
lattice; the building’s only partition.

The project consists of two volumes, one opaque 
and solid to the east, containing the bedrooms, and one 
more permeable and lighter to the west, containing the 
living and dining rooms as well as terraces. In this way, 
from each apartment, the continuous greenery of the 
urban promenade is discovered, extending through the 
public spaces of the neighborhood.

In a nutshell, the Hamlet building shows that in 
architecture, market (and state) rules are perfectly 
compatible with the potential of contributing to the 
city. Moreover, such an urban contribution opens the 
possibility to differentiate from the conventional market, 
adding value to the project itself. But who wins with 
this? Private developers? New residents? The city? In 
these cases, the great challenge of architecture is, 
precisely, to give them all a win. ARQ
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Planta primer nivel / Ground floor plan
E. / S. 1: 500

Planta niveles 5 a 12 / Floor plan for levels 5 to 12
E. / S. 1: 500

Planta nivel 14 / 14 level plan
E. / S. 1: 500

Planta nivel 15 / 15 level plan
E. / S. 1: 500
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Corte transversal AA / Cross section AA
E. / S. 1: 500

Elevación norte / North elevation
E. / S. 1: 500
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Corte longitudinal BB / Longitudinal section BB
E. / S. 1: 500

Elevación poniente / West elevation
E. / S. 1: 500
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This practice originates at the end of 2013 with the association of José 
di Girolamo (Architect, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, 2006.
MSc Building and Urban Design in Development, University College 
London, 2011. Adjunct Professor, Escuela de Arquitectura Uc) and 
Ignacio Zañartu (Architect, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
2006), synthesizing their experience in different fields and scales of 
architectural discipline, urban design and academy. The architecture 
team has focused mainly on the development of urban-housing 
projects, collective housing and equipment, aiming to contribute to 
the construction of better neighborhoods and cities from a design that 
values   the dimension of the public and the collective, with a high urban 
and social impact. Some concrete results are the winning proposal 
of the international competition for the La Pampa de Alto Hospicio 
Urban Housing Master Plan; the Hamlet Building, winner of the 2017 
Urban Contribution Award; and the winning project of the Capilla 
País contest, whose first prototypes were already built entirely by 
university volunteers.

edificio Hamlet 
HAmlet BUilDiNG

Arquitectos / Architects: ParalEla (José di Girolamo e  
Ignacio Zañartu)
Colaboradores / Contributors: Pablo López B. y Cristián Larraín B.
Ubicación / Location: Hamlet 4201, Las Condes, Santiago, Chile
Cliente / Client: Inmobiliaria Arauco
Cálculo estructural / Structural engineering: Gatica Jiménez Ingenieros
Construcción / Construction: Altius
Instalación sanitaria / Sanitary: Alme
Instalación eléctrica / Electrical installation: sc Tec
Arquitectura del Paisaje / Landscape Architecture: PaUr (Sofía Armanet y 
Tomás Folch)

Materiales / Materials: Hormigón armado, yeso y pintura (interiores), 
porcelanato y pintura (exteriores) / Reinforeced structural concrete, 
plaster and paint (interiors), porcelain tiles and paint (exteriors)
Presupuesto / Budget: 20 UF/ m2 - Us$ 35/m2
Superficie construida / Built area: 10.292 m2
Superficie del terreno / Site area: 2.412 m2
Año de proyecto / Project year: 2014
Año de construcción / Construction year: 2017
Fotografía / Photography: Nicolás Saieh

©
 N

ic
ol

ás
 S

ai
eh




